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Owen Weiland 
FTCNS Kid 2005-2007

Now in the 2nd Grade at Bell Gifted program.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Hello to Mary, Ellen, Salena & Chris!

PROUD SUPPORTER
of Families Together Cooperative

Nursery School

4501 North Lincoln Avenue
Chicago, IL 60625

773.271.1901

Regular Hours: 9am - 7pm
Wednesday & Saturday Hours: 9am - 5pm

Closed on Sundays

www.jewellanimalhospital.com

We’re proud to be one of
Chicago’s premier catering and event

management companies.
We are known for exquisite food, impeccable service,

calm and experienced planners, knock-out presentations,
thoughtful consultation & coordination.

EXCLUSIVE CATERER TO:
The Garden Rooms of the Winnetka Community House

The Lakeview Room at Park Center on the Glen
The Historic Wagner Farm

PREFERRED CATERER—OFFERING FULL SERVICE
CATERING & EVENT PLANNING—TO:

The Anita Dee Cruise Line • The Redfield Center at The Grove
The Woman’s Club of Evanston • The Newberry Lirbrary

The North Shore Center for Performing Arts
and many other sought after venues in the city and the suburbs.

www.cateredbydesign.com • 847-965-4094

Saturday • May 1, 2010 • 7:00pm
DANK Haus German American Cultural Center

4740 North Western Avenue

DID YOU LIKE THE ITEMS
IN THIS PREVIEW?

ATTEND TO SEE THE REST!

hand in hand
FTCNS TENTH ANNIVERSARY FUNDRAISING GALA
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The school that would eventually become Families Together Cooperative Nursery
School began more than 30 years ago in Evanston. In the early 1970’s, a group of
Evanston parents formed a parent/tot playgroup. In the 1980’s, this group decided
to become a more formal cooperative and eventually became licensed as the
Evanston Cooperative Nursery School (ECNS). ECNS was housed in several differ-
ent locations until it found a home at Hemenway United Methodist Church on Chicago
Avenue in Evanston. In the late 1990’s, due to a variety of building issues, it became
apparent that the school needed to move from Hemenway to a new location.

Some parents from Immanuel Lutheran’s “Together Program” playgroup had been
dreaming of starting a cooperative nursery school at the church. Michelle Knapp, the
parish nurse and Together Program founder, suggested that they visit other area co-
ops. One parent from the Together Program visited ECNS and learned that the school
was looking for a new location and was open to moving to Chicago. At the end of a
search in Evanston and Chicago, the ECNS Board chose Immanuel Lutheran as the
new home for their co-op.

In the spring of 1997, ECNS closed and began its transition to its new Edgewater lo-
cation. 12 students were enrolled for the fall and the ECNS board hoped to use the
summer to fully move the school to its new location. As the summer progressed, how-
ever, the board learned that in order for the school to open at Immanuel, major DCFS
and city-code related upgrades, such as fire doors and alarm systems, were required.
The school did not have the necessary funds to complete these updates. By August of
1997, the board knew the school would not be able to open in the fall. They made
the difficult decision to close the school and focus on obtaining the funds to complete
the upgrades and open for the 1998–1999 school year.

Over the next year and into the fall of 1998, the school board,
church representatives, and Together Program parents worked
together to find funds to hire an architect and carry out all of
the necessary upgrades of the physical space. In March of
1998, after considering becoming the Sunshine Cooperative
Nursery School or the Edgewater Cooperative Nursery School,
Families Together Cooperative Nursery School was officially
approved as the name of the school. Representatives from the
Church and Together Program community joined the school board in order to further
along the transition and fundraising process. Michelle Knapp and her mother, Ellen
Bretting, secured a large contribution from the Women’s Board at Immanuel Lutheran
to complete the physical upgrades. This was a critical donation and it is unlikely that
the school would have gotten off the ground without it. Other individuals and foun-
dations also contributed funds on which the opening of the school depended.

During the spring of 1999, despite not yet having its DCFS license, FTCNS was able
to operate as a parent/tot program serving eight nursery school-aged children.
In September 1999, Families Together was able to open as an official licensed nurs-
ery school. FTCNS began the school year with 12 students, its first year’s rent paid by
an anonymous grant. Each parent involved in the cooperative took many different
roles—many of which are the roles that our committees play today. The school began
with one Mixed Age class and expanded into one Nursery class and one Pre-K class
in 2001. In 2004, FTCNS added a Young 3s class and in 2005, another Nursery
class. In 2006, a second Pre-K class was added and in 2007, one of the Pre-K classes
was turned into the current Mixed Age class. Since the 1999-2000 school year,
FTCNS has expanded to serve 90 students each year. The school’s commitment to be
a true cooperative—with sliding scale tuition, a parent Board, parent assistants in our
classroom, and an incredible committee structure—was and is still the backbone of this
wonderful school.

FA M I L I E S T O G E T H E R C O O P E R AT I V E N U R S E RY S C H O O L H I S T O RY
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W I T H H E A R T F E LT T H A N K S … F R I E N D S O F F T C N S Tracey Dobson & Serge Krieger • Aina Gutierrez & Douglas Sondgeroth
• Randy Hyuck • Elizabeth & Steve Mankowski (in honor of Katherine Whinnery’s 95th Birthday—Paige Mankowski's great-grandmother) •
Toni Meder & Tim Weiland • Jeff Norman & Joan Solomon • Thomas Pace & Natalie Spears • Andrea Raila & Michael Rohrbeck
• John Schomberg & Ellen Wheeler • Sara & Joe Shacter • Donna Welch • Matt & Katie Wise �

W I T H H E A R T F E LT T H A N K S … F T C N S D O N O R S A Better Tan • About Face Theatre • Act 3 Organization Collaborators • Adventure
Stage Chicago • Alto Realty • American Girl • Amy Case • Andersonville Suzuki Academy • Andrea Dudikova Photography • Andy
McGuire • Anita Klueg • Anna Maria Horner • Anne Breck-Meyer • Anthropologie • Apart Pizza • Apartment People • A/X Armani
Exchange • Art Institute Of Chicago • Artists’ Frame Service • Barbara Gelfeld • Bark Bark Club • Bethany Mitchell • Bikram Yoga
Andersonville • Birthways, Inc • Bloom Yoga Studio • Blue Man Group • Bodega Ramos • Brad & Emily Salmon • Bradish Associates •
Branen Designs • Bright Endeavors • Calo Ristorante • Carnivale • Carol Setapen • Carol’s Event Staffing • Catered by Design • Charlies
Ale House • Cheetah Gym Edgewater • Chicago Architecture Foundation • Chicago Ballet Arts • Chicago Chamber Choir • Chicago
Children’s Museum • Bubba Gump • Chicago Dramatists • Chicago Kids Bookstore • Chicago Kids Company – Theatre for Children•
Chicago Opera Theater • Chicago Public Radio (WBEZ) • Chicago Tribune • Chicago Zoological Society/Brookfield Zoo • Chicago
Rooftop LLC/Brixen Ivy • Chicago White Sox • Chicago Wilderness Magazine •
Chicago Wolves • Christine Whitley • Coffee Ambassadors/Ipsento Coffee Shop
• Colin Bunn • Confettico • Continuing Studies at the School of the Art Institute of
Chicago • Core Fitness Enhancement • Cory Gilroy • Craig Brown • Craig Seip
and Max Weinberg • Crosstown Tree Service • Custom Adventures • DAL Builders
• Damon Kiely and Jennifer Tanaka • Dana Hall • David Vincent • Deana Rose
Handmade Jewelry • Degerberg Academy of Martial Arts • Dennis Palsgrove •
Denise Milito-Stockwell – Recycle Girl • DePaul University – The Theatre School •
Dinkel’s Bakery • Drew’s Eatery • Dyson • Early to Bed • Eclecticity • Element Bars
• Embellish Boutique • Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. • Eric Kipp Custom Clothiers
Co. • Eiren Caffall • ESPN Radio • Evissa • Family Grounds Cafe • Fantasy
Kingdom • Father & Son Barber Shop • Fifth House Ensemble • Foursided Custom
Framing Gallery • Frasca • Front 40 Press • Frontera Foods • Galter Life Center •
Gethsemane Garden Center • Guatam Shah and Radhika Miraglia • Goodman
Theatre • Gymboree Play & Music • hanger 18 • Heather Brown-Palsgrove •
Holzkopf’s Meat Market • HomeMade Pizza Co. • Homey Art Gallery • Hop
Haus • Hopleaf • Hubbard Street Dance Chicago • Ikea • Illinois Sports Facilities
Authority • IMAX Theatre • In Full Bloom Organizing • Intelligentsia Coffee • Italiasia
• Jack Rabbit • Jeanne-Marie Greiner • Jen Breen • Jenny O’Grady – Mary Kay
Cosmetics Consultant • Joel Hall Dance Center • Joel Straus • Joffrey Ballet •
Johanna Vargas • jookie, a portrait boutique • Julius Meinl • Jump Zone Party Center
• K Brown Fitness Solutions • Keeley Sorokti • Koval Distillery • Krista K Boutique •
Laura Pieper • Laurie Lee Moses • Laurie Peters • Let Them Eat Chocolate • Lifeline
Theatre • Lil Kickers/ChiTown Futbol • Lillstreet Art Center • Lincoln Lauhon and
Maureen Bolon • Lincoln Park Athletic Club • Lincoln Square Acupuncture • Lisa
Merida-Paytes • Little Learners Musikgarten • Little Threads • Lori Kristofka • Lotions
& Potions • Lula Cafe • Malia Prystowsky • Market Bar & Restaurant • Meg
Mortenson • Melissa Hellstern • Meredith Glick • Merry Music Makers •
Metropolis Coffee • Metropolitan Brewing Company • Michael Banghart •
Michael Tschantz-Hahn • Microsoft • Midtown Tennis Club • Mother Me, Inc. •
Morningstar • Museum of Science and Industry • Music Together of Lincoln Square
• My Gym Children’s Fitness Center • Mystic Blue Cruises • Natalie Spears &
Thomas Pace • Natural Elements Salon • Nightwood Restaurant • nu*design LLC • O’Brien’s Restaurant • Odyssey Fun World • Old Town
School of Folk Music • Orbitz Worldwide • Over Easy Cafe • Pegasus Players • Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum • Performing Arts Limited
• Piece Brewery & Pizzeria • Pinky Nails • Pish Posh • PLS Carpentry • Practicality House • Pure Nirvana Spa • Ranalli’s • Raven Theatre
Company • Ravenswood Winery • Ravinia Festival • Redtwist Theatre • Renessence Studio • Reshoft Remodeling • Right Now Redesign •
Robert and Rebecca Foersterling • Robert Jeffrey Hair & Skincare Studio • Rockwell’s Neighborhood Grill • Rosebud Restaurants • Sandberg
Architecture and Design Inc. • Shaw’s Crab House • Shawn Howd • Shedd Aquarium • Shoreline • Simply Jessie Photography • Simply
Wisconsin, LLC • Skilled General Contracting • Skybox on Sheffield • Skydeck Chicago • Snippets • So Silly Stuff • Soldier Field • Starbucks
• Stretch Run Sporting Club and Grille • Stroller Strides • Stitch Addiction • Stefanie Zizzo • Suzan and Bill Pinsof • Swedish American
Museum • Swedish Bakery • Swerve Salon • Taco Bell • Tara Arnaud • Team Blonde Jewelry • Terry’s Toffee • The Book Cellar • The
Chicago Symphony Orchestra • The Chopping Block • The Cookie Cutters • The Cooking and Hospitality Institute of Chicago (CHIC) • The
Glick Family • The Green Mama • The Loan Family • The Norborg Family • The Peace School • The Pinsof-Berlowitz Family • The Publican
• The Serra Family • The Shah Family • The Spirited Gardener, Inc. • Theatre Building Chicago • Timeless Toys • Timeline Theatre Company
• Touch and Heal Massage Therapy • Toujours Spa & Salon • toys et cetera • Tracey Dobson Hardwear • Tru • Truly Styled • Uncommon
Ground • Uppercut Management • Urban Oasis • Vera Bradley Designs • Walker Brothers Pancake House • Wallace Farms & Nick’s Wild
Fish • Walt Disney World • Waveland Bowl • Wear It Out Loud, LLC • West Wrigley Animal Hospital • Winston’s Internet Cafe • Wishcraft
• Women & Children First • Wonder Works Childrens Museum • Writers’ Theatre • Yoga Now • yogaview • Young Rembrandts • Zabin
and Associates, P.C. • 2 Point Perspective: Architecture • 33 Club �

T H A N K YO U… S P O N S O R S • D O N O R S • S U P P O R T E R S

Our sincerest gratitude extends to each and

every one of our generous sponsors, supporters

and donors. This year’s fundraising campaign

was a genuine Hand In Hand effort

and we deeply appreciate your generosity.

Special thanks to: FTCNS Sponsor,

City Kids Dental; FTCNS Supporters,

Jewell Animal Hospital, Eric Kipp

Custom Clothiers, Metropolis Coffee,

and My Service Vine; FTCNS

In-Kind Donors, Juan and Lana Millan,

Goose Island Beer Company,

Catered by Design, and Bodega Ramos.



Inspiring Lifelong Learning

North Park Elementary School admits qualified students without regard to race, 
national or ethnic origin, or religion.

2017 West Montrose Ave., Chicago, Illinois 60618 

NPES is a nurturing, independent school with a strong sense of 
community. Our parent-faculty partnerships and well-rounded 
curriculum promote a love of learning in each child.

Grades K-8 with Low Student-Teacher Ratio

Reasonable Tuition

Spanish, Art, Music, 
Drama, Computer, PE

Welcoming Ethnic and 
Cultural Diversity

Congratulations to FTCNS on its
10 year anniversary!
Thank you for giving our child such
a great first school experience.

Ava Norman currently attends Baker
Demonstration School and is in the 3rd grade.
She now has a younger sister, Lily, who is 2.   
Her whole family fondly remembers her time at
FTCNS, and Ava still says that Becca and Chris were 
best teachers she’s ever had!  

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Thank you FTCNS Families

for supporting

our Tenth Anniversary

Fundraising Campaign.

We hope you enjoy the Gala!




